
	
	

The	Son	is	Shining	More	Brightly	in	Niagara	Falls	
	
As	 a	 centre	 for	 the	 establishment	 of	 Eucharistic	 Adoration	 in	 Canada,	 we	 were	
pleased	to	receive	an	inquiry	asking	if	we	would	be	available	to	help	a	parish	start	
perpetual	adoration	in	the	diocese	of	St.	Catharine’s	in	Ontario.	Firstly,	we	emailed	
the	pastor,	Fr.	Paul	MacNeil,	and	he	responded	promptly.		He	called	and	we	quickly	
scheduled	an	Adoration	Invitation	Sign-Up	weekend	at	his	parish	of	Our	Lady	of	the	
Scapular	in	Niagara	Falls.		God	was	at	work	in	a	powerful	way.	
	
Fr.	 Paul	 and	his	 associate	 pastor,	 Fr.	 Stephen	Bruzzese	 began	 to	 preach	more	 on	
adoration	and	implemented	our	suggestions	for	pre-evangelization	and	catechesis	
to	prepare	people	to	become	adorers	for	about	a	month	in	advance	of	the	weekend.			
	
Shortly	before	the	weekend,	Fr.	Paul	was	able	to	select	a	new	parishioner	from	the	
RCIA	 program	 to	 be	 the	 Head	 Coordinator.	 	 When	 we	met	 her	 to	 thank	 her	 for	
saying	“Yes”	to	this	position,	she	said,	“I	really	love	Jesus”.	 	She	was	so	happy	and	
willing	to	do	anything	for	Him.		
	
At	all	of	the	weekend	Masses,	the	pastor	wanted	to	preach	on	perpetual	adoration	
in	 addition	 to	 having	 our	 appeal	 with	 sign-up	 instructions	 delivered	 by	 a	 lay	
Eucharistic	 speaker	 from	 our	 centre.	 Invitations	 to	 a	 weekly	 holy	 hour	 were	
handed	 out	 with	 pencils	 and	 completed	 after	 the	 homily	 at	 each	Mass	 and	 then	
collected	after	Holy	Communion.	
	



The	pastor	mentioned	 in	his	homily	 that	his	bishop	asked	him	 to	 start	perpetual	
adoration.	We	 are	 so	 grateful	 to	 him	 for	 inviting	 us	 to	 help	with	 this	miracle	 of	
making	the	Son	shine	more	brilliantly	in	St.	Catharine’s.		Fr.	Paul	wrote	a	beautiful	
letter	of	thanks	and	a	referral	for	our	ministry	and	forwarded	a	copy	to	his	bishop.		
	
Our	Adoration	 Invitation	 Sign-Up	Weekend	 took	place	held	 on	February	2,	 2018.		
Although	it	was	a	cold	winter	weekend,	things	began	to	warm	up	spiritually.	
	
The	pastor	took	a	count	of	everyone	that	received	Holy	Communion	that	weekend.	
About	 25-50%	 signed	up	 to	make	 a	weekly	 holy	 hour!	 	During	 the	weekend,	 the	
priests	were	paged	and	responded	to	several	sick	calls	to	the	hospital.		We	had	an	
organizational	 and	 training	 meeting	 on	 the	 Monday	 evening	 for	 all	 those	 that	
signed	up	to	volunteer	 to	help	coordinate	 the	Adoration.	Despite	a	bad	 ice	storm,	
the	new	team	showed	up	and	started	to	grow.	
	
At	 the	 meeting,	 the	 parish	 priests	 attended	 since	 they	 are	 very	 keen	 about	
adoration.	 	After	returning	from	a	sick	call	at	the	hospital,	Fr.	Stephen	arrived.	He	
introduced	 himself	 and	 spoke	 about	 adoration:	 “The	 first	 time	 I	 was	 really	
confirmed	in	my	vocation	when	I	was	here	as	a	seminarian	before	the	Tabernacle	
in	2014-2015.	 	 	The	parish	priests	were	away	and	I	was	asked	to	lead	the	regular	
exposition	and	reposition	of	the	Blessed	Sacrament.		As	I	went	to	get	Our	Lord	from	
the	Tabernacle	and	opened	the	doors,	He	said	to	me	‘Stephen	do	you	love	Me?’	 	 	I	
said	‘Yes’.	It	was	a	moment	where	I	can	say	that	I	was	bringing	Christ	to	His	people	
and	bringing	people	to	Christ.		I	knew	that	if	I	was	going	to	spend	the	rest	of	my	life	
doing	that,	it	was	what	God	wanted	me	to	do.	It	was	a	moment	when	I	was	united	
with	Our	Lord	in	the	Blessed	Sacrament.		I	knew	God	wanted	me	to	serve	and	I	said	
yes.	 I	 always	wanted	 to	 be	 a	 priest.	 	 My	 answer	was	 yes.	 	 This	 was	 a	 definitive	
moment.”	
	
One	of	the	great	fruits	of	Perpetual	Adoration	is	priestly	and	religious	vocations.	It	
provides	a	 fertile	ground	 for	 those	 that	He	has	already	called	 from	all	eternity	 to	
respond.	 When	 a	 bishop	 mandates	 perpetual	 adoration	 in	 all	 his	 parishes,	
vocations	can	increase	exponentially	as	a	result.	
	
Something	even	more	beautiful	to	behold	than	a	priest	in	adoration	of	Jesus	in	the	
Blessed	 Sacrament	 is	 the	 infinite	 humility	 of	 Jesus	 Himself	 hidden	 in	 the	 Sacred	
Host.			Seeing	a	priest	adoring	Jesus	make	some	want	to	cry.	We	have	just	a	drop	of	
the	love	of	Mary	for	her	beloved	priests	and	it	brings	great	consolation	to	Jesus	in	
the	Blessed	Sacrament	when	His	priest	son	loves	Him.	
	



About	a	month	after	the	sign-up,	after	calls	were	made	to	schedule	adorers,	a	start-
up	 or	 “kick-off”	 meeting	 took	 place	 where	 Adorer	 Welcome	 Instructions	 were	
given.	
	
The	 perpetual	 adoration	 began	 on	 March	 19,	 2018,	 the	 Feast	 of	 St.	 Joseph	 the	
Worker.	 	 It	 continues	 to	 run	 round	 the	 clock	 from	Monday	 –	 Friday	 and	may	 be	
extending	to	weekends.		The	parish	has	noted	an	increase	in	the	number	of	people	
attending	daily	Mass	and	the	sacraments.		
	
This	chapel	led	to	friendships	in	the	parish	and	a	strengthened	sense	of	family	and	
community.		Both	priests’	parents	make	a	weekly	holy	hour	there.		When	we	were	
in	 the	 diocese	 organizing	 another	 sign-up	weekend	 in	 September,	we	 visited	 the	
chapel	 and	 met	 with	 Fr.	 Paul.	 He	 smiled	 as	 he	 reported	 the	 chapel	 “is	 doing	
extremely	 well!	 We	 often	 have	 5-20	 people	 in	 the	 chapel.	 I	 do	 a	 5a.m.	 and	 a	
midnight	hour	and	Fr.	Stephen	is	also	scheduled	for	two	hours.	Everyone	finds	it	so	
peaceful.	 From	7a.m.-9p.m.	 anyone	 can	drop	 in	and	after	9pm	we	have	an	access	
code	for	entry.		We	have	had	not	had	any	issues	with	people	not	showing	up	for	their	
scheduled	hours!”			
	
Adorers	 report	 that	 this	 is	 the	 greatest	 blessing	 in	 the	 parish.	 	 	 One	 said:	 “It	 is	
amazing	how	many	people	make	time	in	their	day	to	pray	now.	It	is	so	encouraging	
to	see	not	 just	 the	person	who	signed	up,	but	so	many	others	praying	during	any	
given	hour.	Students	from	the	local	schools	come	over	to	pray,	one	class	at	a	time.	
Even	the	teachers,	on	their	PD	day	walked	over,	ten	at	a	time.	Some	of	them	would	
never	have	experienced	or	known	about	adoration	if	our	church	had	not	started	it.”		
Jesus	in	the	Blessed	Sacrament	is	the	greatest	tourist	attraction	in	Niagara	Falls!	
	
If	we	respond	to	the	call	for	perpetual	adoration,	the	next	generation	of	priests	will	
be	 wholly	 Eucharistic	 like	 these	 priests!	 	 Adorers	 are	 making	 holy	 hours	 or	
reparation,	 praise,	 adoration,	 thanks	 and	 intercession	 and	 this	 will	 advance	
towards	the	salvation	of	souls	and	the	sanctification	of	priests	and	the	laity.			
	
Our	organization	helps	to	fulfill	the	aims	of	The	Real	Presence	Eucharistic	Education	
and	Adoration	Association,	within	Canada,	and	has	a	registered	Canadian	charitable	
status.	 	We	hope	more	parishes	will	 contact	us,	 so	we	can	help	 them	to	establish	
and	sustain	Eucharistic	adoration.	We	can	be	reached	at:	
	
Perpetual	Eucharistic	Adoration	-	www.EucharisticAdorationCanada.com	
416-527-0839	


